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Back in April, when COVID -19 and shelter in place had only just begun to take hold, | had the privilege to speak with
Jack Fritscher by phone. We discussed his journey into leather, his role at Drummer Magazine and his production
company, Palm Drive Video. He shared both his wealth of knowledge on Leather Culture and his exciting new projects
in the works. He told stories woven with messages that we can all relate to as we navigate this new reality. Here are
some highlights:

Q: / would love to learn more about your journey into leather and specifically the San Francisco leather community.
JF: You mean how | got interested in it as a child or as a teenager? Or? that far?

Q: I mean if you would like to share, | think a lot of people are being really reflective about their journey into BDSM, and
into leather so | would love to hear your story.

JF: Well as | think back, | came to consciousness during World War |l so the first movies | saw were a musical, or a
western, but between them there were newsreels of Nazis and Nazi atrocities, that kind of thing that were very scary,
and impressed children of my age very much as we were going into preschool and kindergarten first grade. We all
became very attached to men in uniform because all our fathers, and brothers, and uncles were gone as well as the boy
next door, so they became romanticized in their uniforms. Also, being a Catholic altar boy, there was a whole martyr-
ology of the Saints who suffered all these terrible things as young men and young women where the Roman gladiators
would torture them to death in the arena.

https://mailchi.mp/b0f839cbfa4f/soj-exclusive-interview-withjack-fritscher?e=1dca1bf8d1 1/9


https://mailchi.mp/b0f839cbfa4f/soj-exclusive-interview-withjack-fritscher?e=1dca1bf8d1
https://soj.org/
https://soj.org/#display=calendar&cid=1227&wid=1901
https://soj.org/suggestion-box/
http://eepurl.com/bxX_ob
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=352d2097e985922d9cc914bb2&id=070c470800
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=352d2097e985922d9cc914bb2&id=070c470800
javascript:;

7/31/23, 10:05 AM SOJ Exclusive: Interview with Jack Fritscher

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

that kind of conspired to be an erotic turn-on because of
counterphobia; when you see something that scares you, you often
times turn it into something that thrills you in order to deal with the
fright. And so, a lot of the horror that | saw from World War I, a lot of
the romance from the soldiers being gone, and the horror of the
Roman martyr-ology and Catholicism. Even today is Good Friday
and on this day, Jesus has been whipped, stripped, and spit upon by
Roman soldiers, paraded naked and nailed to a cross...

I mean if you are raised on that, where are you going to go except a
leather bar?

Q: So, are you originally from San Francisco? Where did you start
going to leather bars?

JF: Well, | grew up in lllinois and went to school in Ohio, and
everyone was afraid of Chicago, so | would escape to Chicago to
express myself. The first place where | was able to do that was first
when | was 14, | escaped from Peoria on the train, went to Chicago
and nosed all around in bookstores and so forth and eventually
came across magazines like “Tomorrow's Man”, which was a
magazine basically filled with photos that were often times shot by
Chuck Renslow at his Kris Studios where he would feature
bodybuilders with a leather strap across their chest, or leather gloves Jack Fritscher

leaning up against a motorcycle. He and Etienne we're already while editing DRUMMER 1978
creating art which was influencing this little leather boy as he was Photo: David Sparrow

coming out of the closet in the 1950s. So, as a graduate student in
Chicago, even before that, of course | was going out cruising around
and just checking homosexuality in general, but knew that | always
ended up near The Gold Coast (Chuck Renslow’s bar: the first openly gay leather bar in the country) because | liked
the men going in and out. Eventually, | got up the courage to go in because I'd been subscribing to leather things like
the wonderful Studio Royale in London at 110 Demby Street. | still remember they would send you these gorgeous 5x7
photographs of British Squaddies in little bits of military kit spanking each other, tying each other up, dressing as sailors,
tying other young guys up for whipping on a ship and all that kind of stuff that comes right out of Melville's, Billy Budd
which is in a way a gay S&M story.

Q: So you finally got the courage to go into the Gold Coast?

JF: Right, because Chuck Renslow, who was the leather czar of Chicago, he created the whole leather scene in
Chicago and eventually IML and the Leather Archives & Museum. So, it was his photography and Etienne’s drawings
from the 1970s that fueled my imagination and showed me that as a writer and a photographer | could grow up and do
the same.

Q: Did he mentor you?

JF: No, eventually in the early 1960s we became friends, but he did not mentor me. He did indirectly through his
publications. He dared publish things to fight against censorship in order to get leather images, and leather
photographs, and leather drawings, and leather writing out into bookstores where you could go and see these little
magazines like Tomorrow's Man and Mars which was one of Chuck’s magazines.

| remember one-time in Old Town in Chicago in 1960, | was in a bookstore and | was looking at some of these little
physique magazines and a voice stood behind me and said, “what are you studying in high school?” and it was the
owner of the bookstore, and | turned around and said, “actually I'm in college.” Because | was raised as an altar boy;, |
think that caused my aging process to slow down; when | was 25, | looked like | was 16. It was kind of funny, but it was
also hard to deal with (laughs). When you were in a bookstore and the age to look at those magazines was 21, he was
trying to sneak up behind me and ask me how | liked high school in order to trick me when | was off guard. There were
all these censors and people in between us and leather culture as you come out.

The interesting thing is that | think that everybody, when they’re in the closet thinks that they invented homosexuality
and leather sex themselves. My brother was turned on by the Marines and had to join them. | was turned on by the
marines and what they did in training and the brig but | didn't join them. | joined them on another level of fantasy and
erotism that | think was something my brother wanted, but went for the real thing and found the real thing was very
disappointing.

Q: Well, that can often be the case when you have a fantasy about something and then you try to make it a real thing.
When did you come into the San Francisco leather scene?
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